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Wednesday, June 19, 2002

Negative-ion fad booms

But scientists say products don't offer any health benefits
By Yuri Kageyama

AP business writer

TOKYQO — Gadget-loving Japan is hooked on a new fad —
hairdryers, air conditioners and other electronic goods that some
buyers swear deliver the soothing mood lifts of negative ions, those
invisible bits of matter swarming under waterfalls and trees.

(FPES)

"It's similar to a cult religion," said Hisakuni Sato, a professor of analytic
chemistry at Yokohama National University. "A waterfall feels good
because the air is clean, trees are nearby, the temperature is cool — the
total environment of nature."

There are simply no empirical data to back up any positive health
effects of negative ions, Sato said.
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Akihiko Oiwa, spokesman for Sanyo Electric Co., which makes fans and
air conditioners that scatter negative ions, said manufacturers feel
pressured to add the latest features to woo consumers.

"We don't know the effects of negative ions for sure. But they aren't
harmful," Oiwa said.
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Kazuhiko Zushi, supervisor of marketing at Matsushita, stresses that his
company only tells buyers the machines release negative ions, which are
plentiful in natural settings, but stops short of claiming health gains.

"We are not selling a medical product,” Zushi said. "If scientists one
day prove health benefits, then that would be different, but we are not
pushing that now."
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